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Spooner Row Community Council    
Minutes   
Saturday 24th April 2021 at 10amvia Microsoft Teams

  
Present:       Julian Halls 		JH 	Chairman   
		Martyn Lemon  	ML	(Not in attendance for items 8 &9)
Stephen Ward  	SW 	RFO   
Robert Foster  	RF   
Sue Hewittson 	SH	(Joined at item 6)
 
2 members of the public



	1. 
	To consider accepting apologies for absence
	

	
	None
	

	2. 
	To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda and consider any requests for dispensations
	

	
	ML is Chair of Governors for Spooner Row Primary School
JH to step aside from taking part in planning items because he is on the South Norfolk planning committee as a district councillor. 
	

	3. 
	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 25th March 2021. 
	

	
	JH proposed the minutes, XX seconded the minutes, all those in attendance in agreement. (SH not present at this time)
	

	4. 
	Opportunity for Public participation.
	

	
	None
	

	5. 
	Councillor Co-option
	

	
	There have been 4 applicants.  Interviews will be undertaken under item 28
	

	
	Cllr Sue Hewitson joined the meeting
	

	
	Planning – Cllr Martyn Lemon Lead
	

	6. 
	To consider responding to planning applications: 
· 2021/0808 | Single and two storey extension to rear elevation; fenestration alterations to front elevation and new detached double cartlodge. | Oak Cottage Wattlefield Road Wattlefield Norfolk NR18 9JY (south-norfolk.gov.uk)
	

	
	ML gave overview of site.  There were no objections.
	ML to lodge on Planning Portal

	7. 
	Planning correspondence from SNDC
	

	
	This item was not discussed.
	

	
	Finance – Cllr Stephen Ward, RFO
	

	
	Due to connection issues ML not in attendance during items 8 & 9
	

	8. 
	To note endorsed payments made since the last Committee meeting on 25th March 2021: 
a. HMRC PAYE for Q4: £153.60 paid on 14th April 2021. 
	

	
	Proposed by SW, Seconded by RF, SH and JH in agreement
	

	9. 
	To consider approving the following payments: 
a. Salaries for March 2021: £194.31
b. Cllr Ward for top-up payment to NumberPeople: £5.00
c. Cllr Ward for Clerk’s Microsoft O365 license: £11.28
d. Cllr Ward for RFO’s Microsoft O365 license: £4.56
e. FT Grounds Maintenance, for cleaning small children’s play area: £185.00
f. Cllr Foster for Mark Harrod Ltd, Football Goals: £730.80
	

	
	Proposed by SW, Seconded by JH, RF and SH in attendance in agreement.
	

	10. 
	Presentation of the FY20/21 Q4 Financial Statement.
	

	
	SW gave an overview of Q4 accounts.  SW proposed they are accepted by the council XX seconded and all in agreement.
	

	11. 
	Presentation of the FY20/21 Internal Audit Report including Pg.3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR). 
	

	
	SW went through the timeline for the Internal Audit and AGAR
	

	12. 
	To hear a proposal to approve Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement: Pg.4 of the AGAR; to be signed by Chairman & Clerk. 
	

	
	To be brought to the May meeting following sign off by the internal auditor
	

	13. 
	To hear a proposal to approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements: Pg.5 of the AGAR; to be signed Chairman & RFO. 
	

	
	To be brought to the May meeting following sign off by the internal auditor
	

	14. 
	To hear a proposal of the timeline for Exercising Public Rights to view accounts. 
	

	
	Planning to be displayed on the website by mid-June.  RF to speak with SW regarding publishing this and possibly archiving historical financial data
	RF and SW to discuss financial information on website

	
	Ongoing Items
	

	15. 
	School Liaison ML
	

	
	No further update from APM.  Letter has gone to children to design a village sign
	

	16. 
	Newsletter RF
	

	
	RF requesting any further articles by the end of next week
	Cllrs to send articles to RF

	17. 
	New Noticeboard SW
	

	
	No date for resurfacing so holding off putting up noticeboard as proposed area was used for works vehicles previously.  SW and ML to look at site, check area and dig holes in readiness.
	SW and ML to visit site

	18. 
	Hedgerow Maintenance JH
	

	
	Window for cutting hedges as been missed.  The field has been too wet to access the hedge.Plan to do this at the end of season when more likely to be dry.  RF suggest make a diary note for September as concerned hedges not been cut since the Council was formed. 
	XX make note to instigate hedge cutting in September.

	19. 
	Speedwatch Car Monitoring Report JH
	

	.
	Unit has been moving across 6 locations for a number of months.  ML been producing reports with peak use at 430pm and speediest drivers around 8pm with a top speed of 65mph.  Small percentage of drivers driving in excess of 35mph.  JH believes not enough evidence to take to the police at the moment and thinks the sign is a good deterrent.  SH suggested would be good to have a police presence as make drivers consider their speed  
	JH to speak with Police about them conducting roadside checks.

	
	Communication
	

	20. 
	Village Sign Competition JH
	

	
	Covered under item 15 – email on Sharepoint
	

	21. 
	Update on new table tennis table and location RF
	

	
	RF has been in contact with Table Tennis England and estimated time of arrival is 3 weeks for the table.  Will be meeting surfacing company next week as would like surface down for a week before the table arrives.  RF confirmed the exact location of the table.  Previous tarmacked areas have weathered well and are a good cost. SH worried about tarmac and concrete instead of safety surfacing and also what the legislation states.  JH says that not necessary to have safety surfacing.  SW queried installing straight on grass.  RF said he researched surfacing and tarmac the most appropriate.
	

	22. 
	Goal posts for the field RF
	

	
	Goal posts have been delivered to RF.  Will be installing them next week.  RF suggested re-locating the goals closer to the school in the previously identified safeguarding area.  JH asked if spoken with school as they use that area for a range of different activities.  SH agreed should speak with the school first.  Discussion on the location, requested RF put the proposed locations on a map.  RF to circulate and ask for preferred locations as soon as possible.  SW asked that proposals to Council need to be comprehensive and include locations and other key details.
	RF to circulate map of proposed locations.

	23. 
	Correspondence 
a. Extension of gritting route
b. School Expansion Plan 
c. Use of Spooner Row Village Hall
d. HRH Duke of Edinburgh
	

	
	a. Seeking approval of extension of route to include Mile Road, Bunwell.  JH proposed letter be sent agreeing to extension, RF seconded.  All agreed.
b. Defer to May when full council in place.
c. JH had asked what rooms could be used (also item 27).  Email from booking clerk; SRCC can use main hall for meetings for 20th May and 17th June.  Will need confirming.  SW asked if there is an increase in cost for using the main hall.  SH as treasurer confirmed a small increase for the larger room. JH to monitor situation and notify booking clerk.
d. Book of condolence can be signed as an individual
	XX to send letter





JH to contact booking clerk.

	24. 
	Recruitment of Clerk
	

	
	Application date extended to 30th April as only one applicant.  Interviews to commence 10th May.  There is now 3 applicants.  JH to circulate applications after the closing date.
	

	25. 
	Meetings post 7th May
	

	
	Legal situation will go back to face to face meetings from 7th May.  An appeal has been lodged nationally to continue virtual or hybrid meetings.  Conclusion to be known soon but prepare for a face to face meeting on 20th May (item 23c)
	

	26. 
	Review and revision of complaints Policy
	

	
	Needs to be reviewed with new clerk details and amend the layout to make it more user friendly.  There may be other procedures that need updating with new clerk details.
	XX to amend complaints policy.  XX to check other policies 

	27. 
	Matters for next meeting and any emergency items
	

	
	JH to put together an agenda;
· Reinspection of play areas
· Neighbourhood plan grants
· Meeting with KCS
· Cemetery charges
· Ratification of account and audit
· Update in travellers sites from South Norfolk as the site is growing.  
· Resignation of Chairman

Grounds maintenance - ML First cut due on Tuesday the fortnightly at same price as last year with 3m wildlife belt. RF keen wildlife area retained.  SW noted that contract was for 2 years starting last year and a continuation of contract at the same price.

Email from MoP to ML regarding Newells.  SRCC have not contacted Breckland Council to object to it.  JH does not think SRCC are able to get involved as can not influence it.  SW and SH think a letter to be sent to Breckland confirming SRCC’s objection.  ML to send a letter
	

	28. 
	Co-option of new Councillor
	

	
	Conducted as a closed session
Voting was XXXXXXX
	

	29. 
	To confirm date and venue for the next meeting; Thursday 20th May 7:30pm, Spooner Row Village Hall which will include the AGM
	

	
	Meeting closed to public at XXXXX
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This meeting may be filmed, recorded or photographed by the public; however, anyone who wishes to do so are asked to inform the Clerk and ensure it is done in a non-disruptive and public manner.  
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